
Q&A : Korean artist Choi Jeong Hwa and his artwork “Happy Happy” 

 

Why did you decide to produce a work with the five rings? 
 
When I came to see The Olympic Museum, I thought… wow! It would be incredible to design a 
plastic chandelier with the symbol of the Olympic flag, right there in the central “well of light” area. 
 

That was how the idea came into being to produce a work that would be in keeping with the 
location and get people involved in the creative process. 
 

And I’ve always felt that the colours of the five rings on the Olympic flag bear a similarity to the 
colours of the five Asian elements (metal/black, wood/green, water/white, fire/red and 
earth/yellow). 
 

That’s why I thought it would be great to produce a work containing precisely the same colours and 
the same ideas as the Olympic flag and the five Asian elements.  
 
 
How is this going to be produced? How do you work? 
 
I’ve always wanted to get people involved in the creative process. I work with students, children and 
local citizens in the locations where my works are exhibited. 
So this time, once again, I wanted to create this work - “Happy Happy” - with the people from here. 
Art that can get everyone involved is important for me. 
 
 
What message are you looking to send with this work? 
 
I produce large-scale works for public spaces - what we call “public art”. Art in public and with the 
public; I don’t do things alone. It’s art in which everyone participates. 
 

I make, for example, inflatable flowers; flowers that breathe to some extent. I also make works from 
various plastic objects that we use in everyday life. 
 

Through this process, I depict the relationship that exists between everyday life and art. I look to 
narrow the gap between the two. In life, everything is art; life and art are one and the same. I mean 
that art is not some far-removed concept; it is in front of us, all around us. 
 
 
What does it mean for an artist such as yourself to have the Olympic Games in your country? 
Personally, I don’t do any complicated sport. I practise soft sport, such as stretching. 
It means “welcome” - welcoming everyone to Korea, and full success in the Olympic spirit. 
 
 

You have also been commissioned for the Paralympic Games Ceremony. Can you tell us any more 
about this? 
 
Yes, I have been appointed Artistic Director for the Opening and Closing Ceremony because I’m a 
visual arts professional. I produce spectacular creations which are pleasing to the eye. 
But I can’t tell you any more - it’s a surprise! Come to Korea to find out; I hope you’ll be amazed! 
 
 
 
 


